
© 2022 Liguori Publications   l   Liguori.org

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
October 2, 2022

The Faith  
of Humble Servants
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

W hat’s the difference between a 
believer and an atheist? What 

separates one who is indifferent to 
religion from a religious person? Faith! 
To believe is no small thing and a huge 
gift. “Father, you’re lucky you have 
faith!” an atheist friend once told me. 
“I have tried, but I can’t believe.”

We believers are indeed lucky, 
because having faith in Jesus opens 
us up to heaven, to life after death, 
to finding hope and meaning in 
suffering. Faith allows us to trust 

something bigger than ourselves and 
to be at peace even when all around us 
is crazy. Faith and acceptance is the 
difference between interior harmony 
and frustration.

We have received everything from 
God, which is why Jesus invites us to 
have the attitude of humble servants. 
He uses an example that is clear to his 
listeners: a servant works hard all day 
and then comes home and prepares 
and serves dinner. In so doing, he is 
merely performing his job. Jesus isn’t 
endorsing the insensitive nature of 
the master but offering a model of 
the humble servant who faithfully 
fulfills his position. Since he receives 
everything from the master, he can 
only be grateful for the opportunity 
to work. Such is our position before 
God. We have no place being proud or 
demanding before God because all we 
have is from him: life, family, health, 
our talents. All are his gifts to us. +

We have received everything 
from God, which is why 

Jesus invites us to have the 
attitude of humble servants.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
The firm rejection of the 
death penalty shows to 
what extent it is possible to 
recognize the inalienable 
dignity of every human 
being and to accept that 
he or she has a place in this 
universe. If I do not deny 
that dignity to the worst of 
criminals, I will not deny it to 
anyone. 
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Sunday Readings
Hebrews 1:2–3; 2:2–4
[God] spoke to us through a son, 
...through whom he created the 
universe.

2 Timothy 1:6–8, 13–14
God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice but rather of power and 
love and self-control.

Luke 17:5–10
[Jesus said,] “When you have done 
all you have been commanded, say, 
‘We are unprofitable servants; we have 
done what we were obliged to do.’”

• What does being humble look 
like to me?

• In what situations do I need to 
cultivate the virtue of humility?
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All Lives Are Sacred, Even the Guilty Ones
By Fr. Rick Potts, CSsR

O ctober is Respect Life Month. 
What does it mean to be pro-

life? Some people would move heaven 
and earth to convince a desperate, 
frightened mother not to kill her 
unborn baby but would not consider 
trying to convince a court to spare 
the life of a convicted murderer. 
The reasoning goes something like 
this: An unborn child is innocent; 
a convicted murderer is guilty. But 
aren’t we missing a key teaching of 
the Catholic faith? Each life may not 
be innocent, but each life is sacred 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
2258).

During his 1999 visit to St. Louis, 
Pope John Paul II called for us to be 
pro-life in all issues, including the 
death penalty, which he called “cruel 
and unnecessary.” And in 2018, in a 
letter to the bishops of the Church, 
Pope Francis explained his approval 
of the revision of the Catechism: “The 
death penalty is inadmissible because 
it is an attack on the inviolability and 
dignity of the person.” 

Yet when I speak against the death 
penalty, someone inevitably asks, 
“But what if someone in your family 
were murdered? How would you feel 
then?” In the heat of the moment, 
my personal and emotional response 
would probably be to get revenge. 

But the death penalty is not the 

emotional, personal, or impulsive 
response of a distraught victim; it’s 
the measured and calculated response 
of the state. The state doesn’t lose 
its temper; the state doesn’t act on 
impulse. The state is supposed to 
embody the ideal, to represent the 
best of us. Granted, the state has the 
responsibility to protect its citizens 
and maintain peace, but it is possible 
to separate dangerous people from the 
rest of the population without putting 
them to death. And in some cases, 
science and faith make it possible for 
us to transform their hearts and give 
them the hope of rehabilitation and 
redemption.

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
October 3–8

Monday, Weekday:  
Gal 1:6–12 / Lk 10:25–37

Tuesday, St. Francis of Assisi:  
Gal 1:13–24 / Lk 10:38–42

Wednesday, Weekday:  
Gal 2:1–2, 7–14 / Lk 11:1–4 

Thursday, Weekday:  
Gal 3:1–5 / Lk 11:5–13

Friday, Our Lady of the Rosary:  
Gal 3:7–14 / Lk 11:15–26

Saturday, Weekday:  
Gal 3:22–29 / Lk 11:27–28 

Gracious God, enlighten our 
minds and open our hearts  
so we may humbly receive  
the message of your truth.  

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Redemptorists

Maybe if we could protect the 
guilty, defense of the innocent would 
follow. After all, even a murderer was 
once an unborn child. Does life cease 
to be sacred once we’re born? Does 
sin erase the fact that God created 
that life and sent his Son to redeem 
that person? Didn’t Jesus die for that 
person’s sins as well?

God said, “I am the Lord your 
God....You shall not kill” (Exodus 
20:2a, 13). We quickly added 
exceptions (see Exodus 21—22). But 
Jesus proclaimed if we are angry with 
others, we “will be liable to judgment” 
(Matthew 5:22).

For our words to have validity 
when we speak in defense of the 
unborn, we must speak in defense of 
all life. +

But what if someone in 
your family is murdered?


